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to the Secretary of the Interior, the figures
for urban as distinct from rural enrollments
reveal greater opportunities of high-school
attendance offered to city than to rural
youth. It is better than an even chance
that the city boy of 14 to 17 is in high
school; by contrast the probabilities were
7 to 1 against his father having opportunities for a high school education in 1900.
High school enrollments have more than
doubled since 1920. The extension of secondary education to include in its junior
high school some of the grades formerly
assigned to elementary schools accounts in
some measure for this growth. The larger
city school systems are expeditiously placing
more and more of their pupils into junior
high schools, while the smaller systems are
less rapidly but quite consistently also
adopting the junior high-school organization. In cities over 10,000 population, between 75,000 and 100,000 pupils are transferred from elementary schools into junior
high schools every year.
Not many years ago the educational system included three units, namely, elementary school, high school and college. At
present there are at least five distinct levels:
Elementary school (including kindergarten), junior high school, senior high school,
junior college, and college or university (including the professional school).
In the halcyon days of elementary highschool-college education, operation was on
a single-track system which oddly enough
provided no stopping facilities for anybody
except at the terminus; if a passenger wished to get anywhere he had to agree to take
a long trip and to stay on the train. At
present the large city secondary schools provide accommodations for all, even for those
who do not want to ride. After a certain
minimum length of the journey is completed, a call for local stops is made all along
the line for those who wish to go no further,
and express service is furnished for those
who want to go to the end of the division,
and a limited extra-fast service is supplied
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for those who go to the end of the line and
are intent upon making connection at that
point.
THE READING TABLE
Elementary Science by Grades, Book Two.
By Ellis C. Persing and Elizabeth K. Peeples.
New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1928.
Pp. 244.
Elementary Science by Grades, Book Three
By Ellis C. Persing and Elizabeth K. Peeples.
New York: D. Appleton and Company. 1928.
Pp. 264.
This second-grade book is decidedly on the right
track in that the authors have kept in mind "the
psychology of the child rather than the orderly
arrangement of the subject matter." This is the
guiding principle in the most progressive courses
of study for the grades of which the writer is
aware, such as the Course of Study in Elementary
Science by Gerald S. Craig, Ph. D., of Horace
Mann School, New York. This principle requires
the inclusion of simple physical science material
as well as nature study.
Other good points in the book are; (1) the
vocabulary has been "selected from and checked
against accredited lists of words of highest frequency in the spoken vocabulary of young children"; (2) organization of material is cm the
basis of seasons; (3) a section on "Things to
Think About" is included at the end of each
chapter; (4) a section on "Things to Do" is also
given at the end of each chapter, providing "laboratory" and field work suited to the second grade;
(S) "Suggestions to teachers" are given for each
chapter.
The book has an excellent mechanical make-up,
large clear type, clear photographs from life, and
splendid color plates of birds and flowers.
Book Three, designed for the third grade, is
similar to Book Two which has been reviewed
above. Altogether this series promises to be most
useful in the field of elementary science.
Fred C. Mabee
Louis Pasteur (Health Heroes Series). By
Grace T. Hallock and C. E. Turner. New York:
D. C. Heath and Company. 1928. Pp. 238.
This fascinating biographical study of the great
scientist is a delightful book for anyone to read,
be he child or adult. The book is attractively
written and well illustrated.
The main idea of the book is to give pupils a
broad basis for the appreciation of healthful living. The book may be used in two ways; 1. as
supplementary reading; 2. as reference or source
material in the development of teaching units in
general science, social science, home economics,
hygiene, physical education, language, art, and
civics.
Edward Jenner (Health Heroes Series). By
Grace T. Hallock and C. E. Turner. New
York; D. C. Heath and Company. 1928. Pp.
204.
Similar to the book on Louis Pasteur reviewed
above. This book is an excellent one to put into
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the hands of school children to teach them the
story of the discovery of vaccine for smallpox
and of Jenner's immortal place in that history.
The High School Library: Its Function in
Education. By Hannah Logasa. New York:
D. Appleton and Company. 1928. Pp. 283.
When methods of classroom instruction are
rapidly shifting emphasis from the questionanswer "recitation" to the use of the class period
for exploration, teaching, and testing, the full
significance of the high school library in such a
plan of procedure is at once apparent. Miss
Logasa has offered out of her experience as
librarian in the University (of Chicago) High
School a book rich in suggestions "to provide
material for courses in education, and for use in
library training courses."
C. T. L.
A Book of Modern Short Stories. Edited by
Dorothy Brewster. New York: The Macmillan Company. 1928. Pp. 482.
Here is a tremendously vital collection of contemporary short stories with running comment
on the diverse ways their authors have of handling material. The editor's explanation of the
tragic undercurrent in most of these twenty-nine
stories is that "the short story form itself demands dramatic subject matter ... A situation
of sharp realistic potentiality or tragedy is much
more likely to make for dramatic intensity than
many a more subdued complication."
The volume is obviously for college students
and mature readers.
C. T. L.
Standardization of American Poetry for School
Purposes. By Lorimer Victor Cavins. Chicago : The University of Chicago Press. 1928.
Pp. 134. $1.50.
Believing that "the great harm resulting from
the present arrangement of the poetry in the
curriculum is due to the fact that the majority of
the poems are taught to pupils unable to comprehend them" (p. 109), the author of this study has
spent eight years in an effort to learn the place in
the curriculum at which each poem may first be
intelligibly studied. His researches disclose these
conclusions as to placement: Emerson's A Fable—
grade IV; Hemans's The Landing of the Pilgrims
—grade VI; Whittier's In School Days, Bryant's
To a Waterfowl, and Longfellow's The Children's
Hour—grade VH; Holmes's The Chambered
Nautilus—grade VIH; Lowell's The First SnovvFall and Bryant's Thanatopsis—grade IX.
Pride and Prejudice. By Jane Austen. New
York; T. Nelson and Sons, Ltd. Pp. 345.
An inexpensive edition, printed from clear type,
in the "Nelson's Classics" series, under the general editorship of Sir Henry Newbolt.
Textbook of Physiology. William D. Zoethout.
St. Louis: C. V. Mosby Co. Pp. 664.
Laboratory Experiments in Physiology. By
William D. Zoethout. St, Louis: C. V. Mosby
Co. Pp. 251.
These two companion books occupy a position
intermediate between the elementary texts on
physiology and the advanced books on the same
subject. They are especially adapted to the freshman and sophomore courses. The material and
arrangement lends itself admirably to laboratory
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teaching and removes the subject from the philosophical to the experimental field. It is evident
that these books are the product of years of experience in teaching and their use even as classroom and laboratory references will revolutionize
many classes in human physiology. Incidentally,
the publishers are to be congratulated on the
excellent quality of their work.
G. W. C.
Fairy Folk. By Miriam Mason Swain. Safety
First. By Leila Loper. Chicago: Hall &
McCreary Co. 1928. Pp. 32. 16 cents.
Two workbooks in silent reading each built
around a central idea. Perforated pages. Illustrated.
Hows and Whys of Cooking. By Evelyn G.
Halliday and Isabel T. Noble. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1928. Pp. 179. $2.00.
This book is one of the Home Economics
Series edited by Dr. Katharine Blount. It is based
on research work of courses in Investigation
Cookery at the University of Chicago. As its
name implies, an attempt has been made to find
the answers to the Hows and Whys of cooking.
Recipes, manipulation, temperatures, and other
factors have been standardized by the use of scientific methods, and the findings are interpreted
in terms of recipes and methods of work.
The book, while dealing with a limited number of problems, is a real contribution to the field
of investigation cookery and would serve as a
valuable guide in college courses of this nature.
P. P. M.
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
On December 7 members of the Senior
class could be seen walking about the campus garbed in academic cap and gown. Chapel
exercises were conducted by the class that
morning, and in the evening "The Enchanted Christmas Tree" was presented in Walter Reed Hall. A buffet supper in the College tea room, given by the class for its
members and guests, also helped make the
day a pleasant one. The issue of the Breeze
for December 7 was edited by the Senior
class, with Kathryn Pace acting as class
editor.
On December 8, the Schoolma'am staff
held its annual bazaar in the little gym. Gifts
and attractive novelties were sold in most
attractive booths. The Christmas spirit was
carried out effectively in the decorations.
A prize was presented to Helene Duvall
for the best poster made by any student to
advertise the bazaar. Varied and original
stunts were offered by the several organizations, the Blue Stone Cotillion Club receiv-

